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Amid a flood of controversy in June 2015,
the U.S. Supreme Court overturned a long-
standing controversial law. Five justices af-
firmed LGBT American’s Constitutional
right to wed, leading to many changes for
not only those who supported the bill, but
the entire country as well. Undoubtedly, in
the past year, the legalization of same sex
marriage has brought many differences to
the United States, and has helped shaped us
into a more accepting country.

The legalization of same sex marriage has
brought various economic benefits in addi-
tion to the obvious social ones. Due to the
law being passed by Congress, the economy
has seen a sudden boost. Take New York for
example; whose economy was boosted by
over two and a half million dollars due to
same sex marriage couples being able to get
married in state. Since the law being passed,
marriage license fees, local celebrations, and
wedding related purchases, have contributed
greatly to the economy. We can see that this
law has helped our economy in a positive
manner, which is a good change our country
required. The income being brought in by
this new change is aiding in curbing the eco-
nomic deficit as well. Contributing to this, is
also the fact that insurance companies are
being used more, since people are able to uti-
lize the advantages of being married that
these companies provide. Additionally, the
passing of this law raises tax revenues by
bringing in between twenty and forty million
dollars more than average per year, helping
the economy greatly. Fiscal benefits are a
large factor in what our economy has gained.
The government would have to spend more
on Social Security and Employee Health
Benefits, but it would actually end up saving
money when it the attention is turned to
medical health programs, by almost a hun-
dred million dollars. It’s clear that passing
this law has resulted in positive impacts on
the economy.

Large corporations have advocated for
this, making it something that is widely ad-
vertised as a positive change in society,
going from being condemned in the past.
Many of these companies such as Google,
Apple, Verizon, Morgan Stanley and Micro-
soft have recruited people from this commu-
nity to work for them, sending society an ac-
cepting message.

Marriage equality is a freedom that many
groups across American have long strived for
in the past. Now that the past year has
brought this rightful prospect to our coun-
try, it has also brought positive changes for
not only them, but all of American as well.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Mr. Donald Green.

A Coahoma County native, Donald Green is
a dedicated and seemingly tireless community
leader and business owner who has com-
mitted his career to creating economic and
educational opportunities for farmworkers and
families in the Mississippi Delta.

As Executive Director of Mississippi Delta
Council for Farm Worker Opportunities, Inc.,
Mr. Green leads a staff of 22 providing job
training and placement services to thousands
of individuals every year. His organization also
hosts a monthly food distribution and offers a
civilian relief distribution staging area following
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weather emergencies and disasters. Currently,
his team is transforming an existing ware-
house and property into a farmers market,
commercial kitchen, produce aggregation and
food hub to raise incomes for dozens of lim-
ited-resource and beginning farmers. Prior to
becoming the organization’s chief executive,
he was its Chief Financial Officer for 21 years.

He served as one of three Associate Tax
Commissioners for the State of Mississippi
and is the second African American in the
State of Mississippi to do so. An accountant,
Mr. Green also owns and operates an inde-
pendent accounting service business.

Throughout his career, Mr. Green has been
an ambassador between working people and
local businesses. His board service includes:
Clarksdale/Coahoma County Chamber of
Commerce; member of National Exchange
Club; member of Clarksdale Industrial Founda-
tion; member of Coahoma Community Devel-
opment Organization; and member of Clarks-
dale/Coahoma County Airport Board. He has
served as a State Treasurer of the Magnolia
Council; Vice President of The Delta Council;
member Delta State Alumni University Asso-
ciation; former President of National Alumni
Association; Founder and former President for
Mississippi Delta Strategic Compact; Treas-
urer for Mississippi Blues Foundation, former
President of Friendship Community Federal
Credit Union. He was recognized in 2004 as
Delta Regional Minority Businessman of the
Year, inducted into the Delta State University
Alumni Hall of Fame in 2009, and received the
Freedom Team Appreciation Certificate for
Services to Members of the Armed Forces. He
is @ member of the Clarksdale Rotary Club.

Committed to making higher education more
accessible, Mr. Green became president of
Delta State National Alumni Association in
1995 and led a five million dollar capital cam-
paign. That funding has more than doubled in
the years since and has a significant endow-
ment. He has served on the university’s foun-
dation board. In 2001, he was appointed to a
six-year term on the Mississippi State Board of
Community and Junior Colleges. Co-Founder
and President of the Ronald Hoss Bennett
Foundation, which awards college scholar-
ships to football players from local high
schools.

He is known to be a steady, hardworking
leader in efforts to increase understanding and
build relationships in social and economic di-
versity. Mr. Green helped negotiate the part-
nership between Delta State University and
Coahoma Community College to purchase the
Cutrer Mansion, which has evolved into a con-
tinuing education center for history, culture,
and the arts. In 2014, he worked with the City
of Clarksdale officials, business owners, and
community activists to honor the life and work
of civil rights leader Aaron Henry with a histor-
ical marker on the Mississippi Freedom Trail.
He has served on the board of Clarksdale-
Coahoma County Library and supports the
Delta Blues Museum.

The son of sharecroppers, Mr. Sylvester
and Aree Green, Mr. Green grew up operating
farm equipment in Coahoma County, Mis-
sissippi. A graduate of Coahoma Agriculture
High School, he earned college degrees from
Coahoma Community College and Delta State
University. Mr. Green is the first African Amer-
ican to serve as President of Delta State Uni-
versity National Alumni Association.

He and his wife, Nelia, have two sons: Don-
ald, Jr., a biomedical engineer living in Ann
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Arbor, Michigan; and Adam, a high school stu-
dent, who participated in Youth Leadership
Clarksdale and who is currently a freshman at
Delta State University majoring in commercial
design.

Mr. Green is Chairman of the Deacon Board
and Chairman of the Building Fund at New
Hope Missionary Baptist Church in Jonestown,
Mississippi.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an amazing Entrepreneur and
Economic Developer that has been instru-
mental in magnifying strides of America’s
black history.

———
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Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Judge Peter Diltz for his service on the
Door County Circuit Court for Wisconsin. Mr.
Diltz has been an integral member of the Door
County community and | am proud to recog-
nize his dedicated service to the people of
Wisconsin.

Judge Diltz was born in Winnetka, lllinois
and spent many of his childhood summers in
Door County. After receiving his under-
graduate degree from Arizona State Univer-
sity, Judge Diltz attended the University of
Wisconsin Law School.

Judge Diltz returned to Door County to prac-
tice law and serve as the Door County Family
Court Commissioner from 1976 to 1994, at
which time he was first elected Circuit Court
Judge. It is truly an honor to represent an ex-
traordinary citizen who has dedicated his ca-
reer to serving the people of Door County in
Northeastern Wisconsin.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 8th District of
Wisconsin, | congratulate Judge Diltz on his
retirement and sincerely thank him for his
service to Wisconsin.
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Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, on
Tuesday, April 26, 2016, | was unable to be
present for recorded votes. Had | been
present, | would have voted: “Yes” on roll call
vote No. 164, and “Yes” on roll call vote No.
165.
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Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Hannah
Carolus of Treynor, lowa, for being awarded
the Good Citizen Award by the Council Bluffs
Chapter of the National Society Daughters of
the American Revolution (NSDAR). Hannah is
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